Welcome to the
Nature Trail Smé-åna!
Here you have a natural and cultural and
history-rich trail, which tells of the village
development. Just follow the red marks and
take the time to look at the nature and read the
signs.
The trail starts at Brännebro and goes along the
pond Kvarndammen up to the highest waterfall
in the area. Under Kvarndammens water surface
lies the foundation of the different activities at
Ålhult’s Bruk. The foundation ended up here as
the waterfall was built between 1914-1915.
At the waterfall you have the first rest stop.
There is also a screen display where the
various industries that have existed are
presented as well as the rich wildlife in the
area. The dipper mate almost every year at
the waterfall. The brown trout thrives in it
flowing water and if you are lucky you can
meet the landscape animal of Småland,
the otter.

The water belonging to Vervelån has had great
importance for Gullringen, this part of the river
called Smé-åna and extends down to the lake
Ören.
You are now taking the stairs and the path that
follows the river down to the old power station.
The fall down to the station is close to 19
meters. This is also the place where General
Pechlin of Ålhult made an iron plant in 1757.
Continue over the bridge and leave the roaring
river for a more forest like nature. After a while
you reach the place where the cottage Ängsstugan lay, here is also a rest stop.
The nature trail is soon reaching the sewage
treatment plant. Then continue past the
Skomakarbergen (Shoemaker Mountains) and
its cave as well as the grounds of Källeberg and
the sacrificial ground. The trail then turns south
and leads you through the forest down to
Uvgölen, where there is a lovely rest area. At
Djupegrop (Deep Pit), created by the deglaciation
following the Ice Age, you can pause and look at
the unique nature. After leaving Djupegrop and
approaching the settlement, the nature trail
takes you to the left and follows the road
through the area. On the last bit of the trail you
will walk on the old King Road.

The nature trail is, especially the distance from
waterfall down to power station, difficult to access
for the disabled.
In order to make the rest stop at the sight of the
waterfall more available for the disabled, there is
nowadays the opportunity to get there by car from
swimming area. The entire trail is approx. 4.5 km,
but you can select shorter sections. There are also
longer routes, these are dotted on the map.
The Nature Trail Smé-åna has been financed by state
funds for local nature conservation projects,
Gullringens Bygdeförening and Vimmerby Kommun.
The path is being maintained by Gullringens
Bygdeförening.
Welcome to Gullringen which lies a couple of miles
north of Vimmerby. Start and end for the nature
trail is at Kvarndammen, Brännebro, about 1 km
from the entrance to Gullringen from
Highway 23/34.

